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HOUSING

Oregonians by race and home loan application disposition, 2007			 
							      Black Non-Hispanic 

White
Total (all 
races)

Number of  loan applications submitted

Number of  loans originated

Loan origination rate

1,012	      68,453	       94,547

529	      45,503	       59,944

52%	        66%	         63%
Notes: Loans refer to conventional home-purchase loans, 1 to 4 family and manufactured home dwellings.  
The table covers areas of  Oregon within a metropolitan statistical area.					   
Source: Home Mortgage Disclosure Act 2007 reports for Oregon, Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council		
			 

HEALTH

Health insurance coverage		  Black alone
or in combination

Non-Hispanic 
White

Total Other 

Share lacking health insurance at any 
time in the previous 12 months

17%			   16%		  29%	        17%

Notes: The “Black alone or in combination” category refers to all individuals who reported their race as Black or African 
American alone or in combination with another race. The Oregon Population Survey includes Hispanic ancestry as a race 
rather than as an ethnicity. Source: 2006 Oregon Population Survey				  

LANGUAGE AND EDUCATION		

Oregonians age 5 or greater by race and language proficiency, 2005-2007				  
Black  
Non-Hispanic

Black Hispanic or 
Black and one or 
more other races

% of   
Oregon  
total

White, Non-
Hispanic

% of   
Oregon  
total

% of   
Oregon  
total

Speaks only English at home

Oregon total

48,766		  79.2		  18,780		  68.8	    2,693,695	 90.4

61,556		  100.0		  27,315		  100.0	    2,979,836	 100.0

Other Total % of  Oregon  
total

% of  Oregon  
total

Speaks only English at home

Oregon total

207,975	        33.5	    2,969,216	    80.5

620,791	        100.0	    3,689,498	    100.0

Source: American Community Survey 2005-2007		
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LANGUAGE AND EDUCATION		

Oregonians aged 25-39 by race and educational attainment, 2005-2007				  

Black Non-
Hispanic

% of  Oregon  
total

Black Hispanic or 
Black and one or 
more other races

% of  Oregon  
total

42,594		  7.4		  59,149		  34.4		  103,704		 13.5

153,664		 26.5		  41,070		  23.9		  199,902		 26.1

152,771		 26.4		  28,012		  16.3		  185,584		 24.2

229,929		 39.7		  43,844		  25.5		  277,921		 36.2

578,958		 100.0		  172,075		 100.0		  767,111		 100.0

White, Non-
Hispanic

% of  Oregon  
total

Other

Source: American Community Survey 2005-2007, US Census			 

Oregonians aged 40-64 by race and educational attainment, 2005-2007				  

2,418		  13.0		  302			   16.1

5,244		  28.3		  269			   14.4

5,867		  31.6		  528			   28.2

5,012		  27.0		  772			   41.3

18,541		  100.0		  1,871			   100.0

Black Non-
Hispanic

% of  Oregon  
total

Black Hispanic or 
Black and one or 
more other races

No HS diploma
HS diploma opnly
Some postsecondary, no degree
Postsecondary degree
Oregon total

71,866		  6.6		  39,773		  30.4		  114,359		 9.2

279,854		 25.7		  27,500		  21.0		  312,867		 25.2

301,097		 27.6		  24,494		  18.7		  331,986		 26.8

436,745		 40.1		  38,914		  29.8		  481,443		 38.8

1,089,562	 100.0		  130,681		 100.0		  1,240,655	 100.0

White, Non-
Hispanic

% of  Oregon  
total

TotalOther % of  Oregon  
total

Source: American Community Survey 2005-2007, US Census			 

% of  Oregon  
total

% of  Oregon  
total

No HS diploma
HS diploma opnly
Some postsecondary, no degree
Postsecondary degree
Oregon total

1,152		  9.6		  809			   19.7

4,026		  33.6		  1,142			   27.8

3,692		  30.8		  1,109			   27.0

3,101		  25.9		  1,047			   25.5

11,971		  100.0		  4,107			   100.0

% of  Oregon  
total

Total % of  Oregon  
total
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Black, Non-
Hispanic

All

806		  26,220		  33,438

68.1%		  84.8%		  81.4%

Number regular diplomas

NCES graduation rate

NCES high school graduation rate by race, School Year 2006-07			

White, Non-
Hispanic

Notes: “Black” and “White” populations include only individuals identifying as a single race. “All” includes 
individuals identifying as other races or as more than one race.			 
Source:  National Center for Education Statistics			 

Black, Non-
Hispanic

All

806		  26,220		    33,438

68.1%		  84.8%		    81.4%

Share of  the Oregon’s 2006 12th graders ever enrolled in Oregon public colleges or universities 
between Summer 2005 and Spring 2008, by ethnicity							     

White, Non-
Hispanic

Notes: “Black” and “White” populations include only individuals identifying as a single race. “All” includes individuals 
identifying as other races or as more than one race.			 
Source:  ECONorthwest, using matched student-level data provided by the Oregon Department of  Education, Oregon 
University System, and Department of  Community Colleges and Workforce Development.			 

Oregon CCWD

Oregon University System

Any Oregon public college

System attended

ABSENTEEISM, DROPOUTS, DISCIPLINE			 

					   
			   Black, Non-Hispanic	 White, Non-Hispanic	           Other	            Total	

Elementary grades					   

Number enrolled			   7,406			   167,430			   74,203		  249,039

Number chronically absent		 1,683			   25,126			   12,666		  39,475	

% chronically absent		  22.7%			   15.0%			   17.1%		  15.9%	

Middle grades					   

Number enrolled			   3,801			   90,588			   33,178		  127,567

Number chronically absent		 961			   17,773			   6,603		  25,337	

% chronically absent		  25.3%			   19.6%			   19.9%		  19.9%	

High school					   

Number enrolled			   5,237			   133,846			   40,315		  179,398

Number chronically absent		 2,267			   39,267			   14,411		  55,945	

% chronically absent		  43.3%			   29.3%			   35.7%		  31.2%	

Chronic absenteeism by race and grade level, School Year 2006-07
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Notes: “Black” and “White” populations include only individuals identifying as a single race. “All” includes individuals identifying as 
other races or as more than one race. For every student who attended an Oregon school in 2006-2007, the number of  days present 
and days absent are counted. If  there is at least one day present or absent, then the student is included in the denominator (# Total 
Enrolled). The student is determined to be a chronic absentee and is included in the numerator (# Chronic Absentee) if   (total days ab-
sent/(total days absent + total days present)) is greater than or equal to 10%. ODE reports days present and days absent for all full-time 
and half-time students. If  a half-time student misses a day of  school, it counts for 1 day missed, just like for full-time students, so no 
FTE adjustment is necessary.				  
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of  Oregon Department of  Education data.				  

Discipline by race and grade level, School Year 2006-07	  
			 
			   Black, Non-Hispanic	 White, Non-Hispanic	 Other		  All 

Elementary grades				  

Number enrolled			   7,918			   174,641		  79,111		  261,670

% suspended			   14.0%			   6.3%		  7.9%		  7.0%

% expelled			   0.6%			   0.3%		  0.4%		  0.4%

Middle grades				  

Number enrolled			   4,055			   93,961		  35,425		  133,441

% suspended			   25.4%			   10.3%		  14.7%		  12.0%

% expelled			   0.6%			   0.4%		  0.6%		  0.5%

High school				  

Number enrolled			   5,214			   133,441		  40,189		  178,844

% suspended			   16.2%			   8.6%		  12.4%		  9.7%

% expelled			   1.2%			   0.6%		  1.0%		  0.7% 

Notes: “Black” and “White” populations include only individuals identifying as a single race. “All” includes individuals identifying as 
other races or as more than one race. For every student who attended an Oregon school in 2006-2007, the number of  days 	
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of  Oregon Department of  Education data.				  

High school dropouts by race, School Year 2006-07 
				  
				    Black, Non-Hispanic	 White, Non-Hispanic	 Other		  Total

Number enrolled			   5,332			   135,615			   41,038		  181,985

Number dropped out		  375			   4,643			   2,512		  7,530

Dropout rate			   7.0%			   3.4%			   6.1%		  4.1% 

Notes: “Black” and “White” populations include only individuals identifying as a single race. “All” includes individuals identifying as other 
races or as more than one race. For every student who attended an Oregon school in 2006-2007, the number of  days present and days 
absent are counted. If  there is at least one day present or absent, then the student is included in the denominator (# Total Enrolled). The 
student is determined to be a chronic absentee and is included in the numerator (# Chronic Absentee) if   (total days absent/(total days 
absent + total days present)) is greater than or equal to 10%. ODE reports days present and days absent for all full-time and half-time 
students. If  a half-time student misses a day of  school, it counts for 1 day missed, just like for full-time students, so no FTE adjustment is 
necessary.				  
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of  Oregon Department of  Education data.				  
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ACHIEVEMENT GAP	

Black-White achievement gap with and without demographic controls, by grade, School Year 2006-07	 				  
	
					       
Grade	 White-Black difference	 Difference controlling for	     	 White-Black difference in	  Difference controlling for other	
	 in average RIT scores	 other demographic characteristics 	 average RIT scores	  demographic characteristics	

3		  6.0			   4.0				    5.3			   3.9		

5		  5.5			   3.5				    5.5			   3.5		

8		  5.4			   3.3				    7.3			   4.8		

10		  6.5			   4.2				    7.4			   5.0	  
Notes: Analysis includes students’ scores for 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06, 2006-07.  Demographic controls included in the analysis were: year, 
sex, age in months, free and reduced lunch status, esl status, participation in a migrant education program during year, intellectually gifted 
indicator, and special education status.  All differerences are statistically significant at the 1% level. 					   
Source: ECONorthwest analysis of  Oregon Department of  Education data.						    

Students meeting or exceeding state reading benchmarks by race and grade, School Year 2006-07					   

Grade		  Black			   White			   White-		            Other		   	 All	
								        Black difference

Number 
of  test  
takers

Number  
of  test  
takers

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Number  
of  test  
takers

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Number  
of  test  
takers

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Students meeting or exceeding state math benchmarks by race and grade, School Year 2006-07					   

3	 1,251	 55.4%		       28,231	 75.3%		  19.9%		  12,281	     59.2%		 41,763	 70.0%

5	 1,234	 52.1%		       29,131	 73.1%		  21.0%		  11,787	     58.1%		 42,152	 68.3%

8	 1,285	 50.5%		       30,774	 74.6%		  24.1%		  10,901	     58.1%		 42,960	 69.7%

10	 1,131	 22.5%		       27,841	 51.5%		  29.0%		  8,897	     34.8%		 37,869	 46.7%

Grade		  Black			   White			   White-		            Other		   	 All	
								        Black difference

Number 
of  test  
takers

Number  
of  test  
takers

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Number  
of  test  
takers

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Number  
of  test  
takers

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Reading				    Math

Share 
meeting or  

exceededing 
benchmark

Notes: “Black” and “White” populations include only individuals identifying as a single race. “All” includes individuals identifying as other 
races or as more than one race.  Source: ECONorthwest analysis of  Oregon Department of  Education data.

3	 1,229	 73.9%		          28,061	 87.9%		  14.0%	       	     11,267	        72.7%	 40,557	 83.3%

5	 1,230	 57.7%		          29,064	 78.7%	                21.0%	                    11,651        56.5%	 41,945	 71.9%

8	 1,274	 53.0%		          30,824	 73.7%		   20.7%		       10,826        52.5%	 42,924	 67.8%

10	 1,203	 38.0%		          30,571	 67.6%		   29.6%		        9,533         45.5%	 41,307	 61.6% 

Notes: “Black” and “White” populations include only individuals identifying as a single race. “All” includes individuals identifying as other 
races or as more than one race. Source: ECONorthwest analysis of  Oregon Department of  Education data.					   
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT SCORES	

Advanced Placement exam grades by ethnic group, 2008		

Total exams Ave. score Total exams Number 
receiving a 

score of  3 or 
higher

Ave. score Total exams Number 
receiving a 

score of  3 or 
higher

Ave. score

Calculus AB	    9	      5	           2.8	 1,269	           853	 3.2	         1,672	 1,098	         3.2

English literature	    41	      8	           1.9	 2,056	           1,370	 3.0	         2,676	 1,680	         2.9

and composition  

U.S. History	    27	      15	           2.6	 2,526	           1,252	 2.6	         3,215	 1,570	         2.6

All exams	    223	      90	           2.2	 14,365	           8,831	 2.9	         19,232	 11,567	         2.9

Oregonians by race and mortality rate per 100,000 population, 2005			 

Black		  White		  Other Races	 Black-White ratio

Mortality rate	 869		  789		  522		  1.1

Source: Kaiser State Health Facts 2005, The Kaiser Family Foundation			 

Oregonians by race and mortality rate per 100,000 population, 2005			 

Blacks Age 15-19		  Whites Age 15-19		 Black-White ratio

Adolescent deaths			  5			   117			   N/A

Deaths per 100,000		  66			   49			   1.3 

adolescent population (by race)

Oregonians by race and common causes of  death per 100,000 population, 2005				  

Black		  White		  Other Races	 Black-White ratio

Cancer				    201		  189		  115		  1.1

Heart Disease			   183		  170		  93		  1.1

Stroke/Cerebrovascular		  85		  56		  55		  1.5

Diabetes				   73		  29		  30		  2.5

Source: Kaiser State Health Facts 2005, The Kaiser Family Foundation			 

Notes: ECONorthwest converted death statistics to rate per 100,000 population using population statistics from the 2005 
American Community Survey.  Blacks and Whites in this data are non-Hispanic.			 
Source: Oregon Vital Statistics 2005, Oregon Department of  Human Services, 2005 American Community Survey		
	

HEALTH INDICATORS	

Black, Non-Hispanic			   White, Non-Hispanic			   All		
Number 

receiving a 
score of  3 or 

higher
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Oregonians by race and violent deaths per 100,000 population, 2006			 

Blacks		  Whites		  Hispanic		 Black-White ratio

Suicide rate			   8		  16		  7		  0.5

Homicide rate			   6		  3		  6		  2.0

Source:” Violent Deaths in Oregon 2006” Report, Oregon Department of  Human Services and Oregon Violent Death 
Reporting System.				 

Oregonians by race and prevalence of  selected chronic conditions, 2004-2005				  

% of  Blacks Surveyed		  % of  Whites Surveyed		  Black-White ratio

High blood pressure*		  42%				    25%				    1.7

Arthritis				   36%				    28%				    1.3

High blood cholesterol		  26%				    32%				    0.8

Asthma				    16%				    10%				    1.6

Diabetes*			   13%				    6%				    2.2

Heart attack*			   8%				    4%				    2.0

Heart disease			   4%				    4%				    1.0

Stroke				    3%				    2%				    1.5

Oregonians by race and receipt of  preventative services, 2004-2005			 

% of  Blacks Surveyed	 % of  Whites Surveyed	 Black-White ratio

Had cholesterol checked within 5 Years			   72%			   71%			   1.0

Pap test within 3 Years (Women 18+ years)			   89%			   86%			   1.0

Mammogram within 2 Years (Women 18+ years)		  80%			   73%			   1.1

Notes: There is not a significantly significant difference between Blacks and Whites among these preventative services. 
Blacks and Whites in this data are Non-Latino.			 
Source: “Keeping Oregonians Healthy” report, Data from a special combined 2004-2005 file from Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System (BRFSS).			 
			 

Notes: The asterisk (*) indicates that there is significantly significant difference between blacks and whites. Blacks and 
Whites in this data are Non-Latino.			 
Source: “Keeping Oregonians Healthy” report, Data from a special combined 2004-2005 file from Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System (BRFSS).			 
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Oregonians by race and risk factors among adults, 2004-2005			 

% of  Blacks Surveyed	     % of  Whites Surveyed	          Black-White ratio

Obese						      29%			   24%				    1.2

Overweight					     40%			   36%				    1.1

Meets CDC physical activity recommendation		 64%			   59%				    1.1

Eats 5+ servings of  fruits/vegetables per day		  28%			   27%				    1.0

Smoked cigarettes in the past 30 days*		  30%			   20%				    1.5

Oregonians by race and risk factors among 11th grade youth 2005			 

% of  Blacks Surveyed	     % of  Whites Surveyed	          Black-White ratio

Overweight					     13%			   10%			   1.3

At risk of  overweight				    23%			   12%			   1.9

Meets CDC physical activity recommendation		 46%			   51%			   0.9

Eats 5+ servings of  fruits/vegetables per day		  16%			   17%			   0.9

Smoked cigarettes in the past 30 days		  21%			   18%			   1.2

Share of  population with a physical disability that substantially limits basic physical activities				 

Black alone or in combination	 White, Non-Hispanic	   Other		  Total

Has a condition that substantially			   29%			   21%		  15%		  21%

limits one or more basic physical activities

Source: “Keeping Oregonians Healthy” report, Data from Oregon Healthy Teen Survey 2005.		

Notes: The asterisk (*) indicates that there is significantly significant difference between blacks and whites. Blacks and 
Whites in this data are Non-Latino.			 
Source: “Keeping Oregonians Healthy” report, Data from a special combined 2004-2005 file from Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System (BRFSS).			 

Notes: The “Black alone or in combination” category refers to all individuals who reported their race as Black or African 
American alone or in combination with another race. The Oregon Population Survey includes Hispanic ancestry as a race 
rather than as a distinct ethnicity.				  
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Oregonians by race of  mother and mother’s demographics 2007			 

% of  Blacks Surveyed	 % of  Whites Surveyed	 Black-White ratio

Under 20						      14%			   7%			   1.8

4th and Higher Order Births				    17%			   10%			   1.8

Completed 12+ Years Education				    76%			   89%			   0.9

Total Births						      1,140			   34,197			   N/A

Source: Oregon Vital Statistics 2007, Oregon Department of  Human Services				  

Oregonians by race of  mother and mother’s vital statistics 2007			 

Mother’s characteristic				    % of  Blacks Surveyed	 % of  Whites Surveyed	 Black-White ratio

Primary Cesarean						      22%			   17%			   1.3

Tobacco Use						      16%			   15%			   1.1

Multiple Births						      4%			   3%			   1.2

Prenatal (1st Trimester) Care				    72%			   82%			   0.9

Inadequate Care						      9%			   6%			   1.6

(Less than 5 prenatal visits or care began in the 3rd trimester)

Total Births						      1,140			   34,197			   N/A

Source: Oregon Vital Statistics 2007, Oregon Department of  Human Services				  
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CHILD WELFARE

Oregonians by race and child (age 0-17) victims of  abuse/neglect, 2006				  

Black Children	      White Children	 Hispanic Children		 Total (All Races)

Victim count				    663		  7,538			   1,934			   12,927

Victims as % of  children 			   4%		  1%			   1%			   2%

in Oregon (by race)	

Oregonians by race and children served by foster care (age 0-18), 2006				  

Black Children	      White Children	

Count of  children served					          		    799		       7,455

Children (age 0-18) served per 1,000 population in Oregon (by race)		    38		       12

Source: “Child Maltreatment 2006” report, Administration on Children, Youth and Families.				 

Notes: ECONorthwest converted foster care statistics to rate per 100,000 population using population statistics from 
the 2005 American Community Survey.  Blacks and Whites in this data are non-Hispanic. The race of  13.6% of  children 
served in foster care in Oregon in 2006 is not known.				  
Source: “Foster Care 2006” report, Oregon Department of  Human Services				  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE	

Oregonians by race and incarceration rate per 100,000 population, 2005			 

Blacks		  Whites		  Hispanics	 Black-White ratio

Incarceration rate in Oregon		  2,930		  502		  573		  5.8

Incarceration rate in the USA		  2,290		  412		  742		  5.6

Source: “Uneven Justice: State Rates of  Incarceration by Race and Ethnicity” report 2007, The Sentencing Project.		
		

Oregonians by race and inmate population, 2008		

Inmate count				    1,313		  10,117		  1,698

% of  total inmate population		  10%		  74%		  12%

Black		  White		  Hispanic	

Source: Oregon Department of  Corrections 2008		
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Blacks		  Whites		  Hispanics	 Black-White ratio

Oregonians by race and frequency of  traffic stops in the last 12 months, 2007			

% of  Blacks 
Surveyed

None				          72%			  84%			   0.9

Once				          17%			  14%			   1.2

Twice or more			         12%			  3%			   4.0

% of  Geographically-
Matched Non-Blacks 
Surveyed

Black-Nonblack ratio

Oregonians by race and frequency of  a search following traffic stops in the last 12 months, 2007			 

% of  Blacks 
Surveyed

None				           91%			  91%			   1.0

Once				           2%			   9%			   0.2

Twice or more			          7%			   0%			   N/A

Notes: The difference between the two races/ethnicities is not statistically significant (95% level of  confidence). 211 Blacks were 
surveyed.		
Source: “2007 Annual Report,” Law Enforcement Contacts Policy Data and Review Committee.		

% of  Geographically-
Matched Non-Blacks 
Surveyed

Black-Nonblack ratio

Notes: The difference between the two races/ethnicities is statistically significant (95% level of  confidence). 211 Blacks were 
surveyed. Source: “2007 Annual Report,” Law Enforcement Contacts Policy Data and Review Committee.			 

Oregonians by race and perception of  racial profiling used by Oregon police officers, 2007				  

% of  Blacks 
Surveyed

Never/Rarely			         11%			  27%			   0.4

Sometimes			         24%			  48%			   0.5

Often/Always			         66%			  25%			   2.6

Notes: The difference between the two races/ethnicities is statistically significant (95% level of  confidence). 211 Blacks were 
surveyed.		
Source: “2007 Annual Report,” Law Enforcement Contacts Policy Data and Review Committee.		

% of  Geographically-
Matched Non-Blacks 
Surveyed

Black-Nonblack ratio




